
–1– THE FLYING ENVIRONMENT – 11

UNIT 3 | SECTION A | LESSON 3 | STUDENT ACTIVITY 1

AIRPORT LIGHTING

©2019 Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. All Rights Reserved.

OBJECTIVE

Understand different lighting systems, their purposes, and how and why pilots use airport lighting.

QUESTIONS

You are planning a night flight to Sherman Army Airfield (KFLV) near Kansas City, Kansas. During your flight 
planning, you reference the VFR Sectional Aeronautical Chart and Chart Supplement, excerpted below.

1.	 What does the VFR sectional chart for Sherman Army Airfield (above) show for airport lighting? What 
does this mean?

USING AIRPORT LIGHTING 

Name  ____________________________________________

Class   ____________________________________________
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2.	 According to the Chart Supplement excerpt above, what kind of visual approach indicator can you expect 
as you fly on final approach?

3.	 Sherman Army Airfield is a joint use field, meaning it is a military field at which civilian aircraft may make 
shared use of the airport. As you approach the airport on your night flight, what type of airport rotating 
beacon light pattern do you expect to see?
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4.	 Because Sherman AAF is nontowered, you overfly the field to try to determine wind direction. Reference 
the miniature airfield diagram in the Chart Supplement (above). Does Sherman AAF have a lit wind 
indicator?

5.	 As you line up on final approach for the runway, you see two lit surfaces in front of you. Both are identical 
lengths and widths, but one is bordered by white lights, while the other is bordered by blue lights. You 
know one is the runway and the other is the taxiway parallel to the runway. Which is which, and how do 
you know?

GOING FURTHER

Sherman Army Airfield is nontowered and after normal hours is not attended. The Chart Supplement indicates 
pilots can turn the lights on themselves at night using the pilot-controlled lighting.

If you were flying to Sherman and had a radio failure, how would this affect your flight? What would you do?
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